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ITPOAOTI'OX

Enapeiveovdag apudakng
EAévn Taxou

TO 2015, H EAAAAA BpOnke 0To £MIKEVTPO EVOG AKPOX IOV PAVOUEVOL:
gvag TepaoTiog aplBudg avBpwmwy dnulodpynoe Evav avhpwmioTiko
«BLABPOUO BLAPLYNGY YECK TNG EAANVIKNG ETUKPATELAG TIPOG TLG

XWPEG TG Popelag Eupddmng — £yve yvwotog wg «PaAKavIKn 08506».

H onpavTikn TOALTIKN KA ETUKOWWVIAKT KAALYPT] TWV YEYOVOTWY TOU
2015 elye MTOAAEG oLVETELEG: pla aTtd AUTEG TAV VA TapoLaLlaoTel N
CUYKEKPHEVT) KPIOT) WG KATL TPWTOYVWPEO TOOO YLX T EAANVIKA 000 Kal
Y T eVPWTAiKG dedoyévar.

Aev elvat €10t akpPBwG: 600 KL av LTMNPSE APBPNTIKA TPWTEYVWEN,

1 KATAOTAON ElYE KA KATIOLA TIOAD YVOPIUA XXPAKTNPLOTIKA. ATO
LOTOPLKN OKOTILY, NTAV ALTO TOL ElXE LTAPEEL MTAVTA 1) HETAVAOTELON
oy EANGSa: pla eAANVikn kplom (Slayelplong kot TOALTIKNG) EVTOG plag
AAANG ELPWTIATKNG KPLONG (TTOALTIKAG Kal adlwv).

2nuepa, Tpla Xpovia apydTepa, 1 TANPENG ETAVAPOPA TNG TIOALTIKNG
NG ATMOTPOTNG —He KUPLX €KPPAOT TNG TNV Ko dnAwon E.E.-Tovpkiag
10 20 16— €xEL SNUIOLPYNOEL UL KATAGTACT CLVEXOVG AVOPWTIIOTIKNG
Kplong, eV 0 eyKAWPLOKOG HeY&AoL aplBpoL TPooPLYwVY e
oLYKeKPLEVT YNoLd Tou AvartoAkol Avyalou (AéoPog, Xiog, Zapog,
Aépog kat Kwg) £xel TLPOSOTAOEL Eva CUXVA EKPNKTIKO KAIUG OTLg
TOTIKEG KOWVWVIEG Xwplg Adyo katl attia.

Baowkd BOpa autng g MOATIKNG elval T Tadid, ToAAK amd Ta omola
Bphkav 1o B&vato oto TagdL g eATtidag ) otnv EAAGSa, o TOAL
AOYMNUEG CLVOTKEG, XwPlg va éxouv amodobel axoun evBLVEG.

Zmyv EANGSa, yopa yérog g E.E., 10 ¢Bvdmwpo tou 2018, Bplokovtat
katayeypappéva 3.600 aocuvodeuta avnAika, amd 1 omola OALG

ta 1.191 elvat TomoBetnuéva oe évax oTolyeldeg TAalolo pootaciag
(Eevaoveg avnAikwy, TPOYpappa kndepoviag 1 nuautévoun dlaplwon
oe dlapeplopata). Ta vmoAoLTa BplokovTal o€ «AIGTA AVAUOVIGY,
dnAadn oe kaBeaTwg KPATNONG (TTOL KAT ELPMUICUO ATIOKAAEITAL
«TPOCTATELTIKN PUAXENY) N elval doteya. Tpla XpOVIa UETA KL e
kovdUALa Tou Eemepvouv o 1,6 81g evpw, N EAAGSa tou 2018 aduvartel
VO TAPAOXEL EVAL CTOLXELWDEG TTAXICLO TTPOCTACIAG YIa TX ACLVOSEVTA
avhAika. H avagopd pag oto Evpwnaiké KowopoOAo tov Mé&ptio tou
2017 €xel emTENOVLG EEKWVNOEL VO SLEPELVATAL, KE TNV ATTOCTOAN TNV
EM&da tou Evpwnaikod Opyaviouob Katamoréunong AlagBopdg
(OLAF). EveAmtiotoOpe UVTOPO v dNpoolevBel TO OXETIKO TTOPLOPA WOTE
va p&Boupe oL §0SELTNKAV TA XPHUATX AVTA KL KXTX OGO HTAV
GUVVOUES OL OXETIKEG DLadikacieg avaBeong, KaBwG Ta KOVOLALX YLl

TO TPOCPUYLKO lVal BUCAVANOY X HEYAAQ.

Zmv HumanRights360, mioteboupe 6T 10 eminedo mpootaciag Twv
TSIV o€ pla kKowwvia elvat delkng TOALTIoPOU Kot dnpokpatiag.

[V auTd TAAEVOULHE YA TNV EVOLUVAPWAOT TWV PNXAVIOHWOVY TIPOOTAC LG
TV VBPWTIVWV SIKAUWUATWY, KAOWG KAL YLX TNV ETLTAXLVOT TNG
EVOWPATWONG TWV EVAAWTWV TANBUoH®Y. O TPOCPATA SNUOCIEVHEVOG
vopog yia vy Emitpomeia twv Acuvodevtwy AvnAikwy amoteel

€vat BETIKO PP, ATIOUEVEL WOTOCO TO OTASLO TIOL ElVal TAVTA TO
BuokoAdTEPO oY EAAGSa: N parypatikn epappoyn tou. Mia celp&
ATS AAAX TTPORANUATA TTAPAPEVOLV ETIIONG ETELYOVTA, OTIWS N
oporomoinon g mpdoPaocng ot Sadkaocia acvAoL, 1 TANENG EVTagn
oty ekmadeuTikn dtadikaoia yla ta 20.000 npoopuydTovAa Tovu
Slapévouv otnv EAAGSa, KOG Kal AAAX THECTIKA {NTNUATA.

[Mvepifoupe 6TL N évtadn dev elvat plax vvola apnEnUEV): EVvagn
onuaivel oTolXELwdN TpdoPaon ot Bepehtwdn ayabdd, dTwg otéyaon,
madela, vyela kal yevikdtepa eAeVBepn MpooPaon o LTINPEoieg Yl
TOUG TOALTEG, KA ElVAL XPEOG LG CLVTETAYEVNG TIOALTELGG VO SOUAEVEL
TPOG AVTN TNV KATELOLVO, pe Eppaon oTta TadLA. Ta SikalwpaTa

Bev elvat TOALTEAELEG 1) TTpoVOULA: elval TTpoUTd0eoN Yia va SlaxtnenOet
T KOWWVIKY cuVOXN, N oTola Sokpadetal okAnp& oTa Vnold Tou
BopelavatoAikoL Atyaiou Adyw TwV TOALTIKWY TIOL EpaPUOLOVTAL.



Madi pe Tov Opéatn ZepépoyAou Kat TV opdda pag, BeAfioape

Vot avadel§oLHE TNV KATACTAGT) TIOV ETUKPATEL OTA PACIKS VNOL&
uTod0oXNG, KABWG KAL TNV AMAPASEKTN ATOVCIA TTOALTIKWV EVTAENS YIa
T AL, OAAG KAl TNV EANEWPN ETUKOWVWVIAG HE T VTOTILA TTadLd Kt
TIG OLKOYEVELEG TIOL {OLV OTA TPl ALTA VNOLA TOL POPELOAVATOAIKOD
Avyaiov — m Xlo, T Z&po kat  AéoPo. H éxdoon mou €xete ota XEpla
oag elvat 1 ATOTVUTWON AVTNG TNG TAPAAANANG TIOPELXG TTOL TIPETEL,
ETTEAOVG, VX YIVEL KOLVT).

H moAttikn g E.E. cuvictatal oty egwtepikevon g dlaxelplong kat
N OTPATIKOTONON TwV CLVOPWY TNG ETL TANPWUN, UE TNV TTPOocdokia

OTL OAeg AVTEG OL amAVOpwTEG pHéBoSOL Bar AELTOLEYNCOLVY ATIOTPETTIKA.

AuTi N TPAYKN KATATATNON RAckwY avBpw vy SIKalwu&Twy
OKOTWVEL, PUACKIZEL KAl APTVEL ATIPOCTATELTA OTN Pl KAL TNV
EKMETAAAELOT XIALGBeG TTadix oy EAAGda. Qg TtoTe;

INTRODUCTION

Epaminondas Farmakis
Eleni Takou

IN 2015, GREECE was at the center of an extreme situation — an
enormous number of persons created an “escape corridor” passing
through the Greek territory towards the northern European countries and
especially Germany — it was known as the “Balkan route”. The politics
around it and the media coverage at the time, presented this as o crisis
of unique nature both for Greece and Europe.

It was not really the case. Even though the numbers were unprecedented,
the situation had many familiar characteristics. From o historical point
of view, it was, as with every migration movement in Greece, o Greek
crisis of management and policy within a greater European crisis of
policy and values.

Now, three years later, we have the return of the policies of deterrence
with its main representation, the 2016 E.U.-Turkey statement — setting o
policy of passage blocking and returns. Together with the lack of long-
term viable policies from the E.U. and the Greek government, we have

a continuous humamnitarian crisis, rise in xenophobia and racist crimes,
and a sharp increase of persons detained or in horrible living conditions
in the three main islands of reception: Chios, Samos, and Lesvos as well
as smaller islands like Leros and Kos. There is no apparent reasoning
behind the forced congestions and suffering of these persons on the move.

Children and other vulnerable groups are the main victims of this tragic
situation. Many children have died either during the sea journey of hope



towards Greece or in Greek territory and under horrible circumstances.
There has been no responsibility or any criminal charges by the Greek
authorities for their loss. As if nobody is to blame when children die in
the care of the Greek state.

In Greece, a member of the E.U., during the fall of 2018 we have 3,600
registered unaccompanied refugee children of which only 1,191 are
placed in a basic protection scheme, with the rest still on a waiting list,
i.e. detention or homeless. Three years and 1.6 billion euros in E.U.
funding later, Greece is incapable or unwilling or both when it comes to
protecting unaccompanied children. Foreseeing this and other failures,
we filed in March of 2017 o petition to the European Parlioment
describing the reception and protection conditions and requesting the
immediate investigation of how the funding is being spent. More than
18 months later, in October of 2018, the European Anti Fraud Office
(OLAF) is asked to investigate the matter and we hope soon there will
be a published report with its findings.

We, at HumanRights360, believe that the level of protection of children
in a society is an indicator of its democracy and culture. That is why

we continue to advocate and struggle to empower and expand the
mechanisms of protection for the promotion and safeguarding of human
rights. We believe the priority should be humane and speedy integration.
The recent legislation in Greece on the guardianship process for children
is a positive step forward but, as often is the case in Greece, it remains to
be seen how and when the implementation begins. Other challenges are
also pressing like the regular access to the asylum system, education
opportunities for 20,000 refugee children, mental health and other

such issues.

We are aware that the word integration is not an abstract term.
Integration means the fundamental access to goods and services like
accommodation, education, health, and labor as well as the general
freedom to exercise human rights. It is the obligation of the state to work
towards an open liberal society for all — with o particular emphasis

on vulnerable groups and, especially, children. Rights are not a luxury;
they formulate a condition to maintain the social cohesion which is
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currently under enormous pressure —especially on the eastern Aegean
islands— due to the current policies implemented.

Together with photojournalist Orestis Seferoglou and our team, we

aim with this publication to present this situation on the main islands of
reception, stressing the unjust and unjustified lack of integration policies
and the absence of any contact between the local and refugee children.
We trust this publication depicts these two parallel worlds and hope at
some point they meet and are joined into one.

Current E.U. policies consist of externalization of borders to third
countries, with significant payments to these countries, increased
militarization, and lack of respect for dignity and human rights. All
these come under the failed presumption that the inhuman conditions
and significant death tolls would deter migrants /refugees, i.e. asylum
seekers from making the journey. The constant and systematic disregard
of basic human rights results in death, detention and exposes to violence
and risks thousands of children in Greece and other places. Until when?
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2.€ VA OTEVO OPOUO TNG MOANG, o

HOU TEPLEYPAPE TWG KXOE POPA OV VIWHEL «KTIVIYUEVOGY,
TA{PVEL TN PWTOYPAPLKN TOL PNYAVN Kol Pyalvel €€w va
TEPTIATNOEL KAL VA XAVAKAAVYPEL VEX UEPT) TOL VNGLOU TIOU
Sev Ba yvwplle xwplg ) pwtoypaogla. Elval 17 ypovwv,
aoLVodevTog Ao TN 2upla. Eptace pévog tou peow g
Toupkiag, akoAovBwvtag TV adeAen Tov oL LeL oTNV
Avotpla. Exelvn xat 0 Movotagpd vmoypewdnkav va ¢u-
YOULV QTO TN 2Lupla HOVOL TOUG, SLOTL ) OLKOYEVELX TOUG
Sev SlEDeTe T EMUTALOV XPNUATA TOU ATMALTOVOAV Ol
Slakntég. H ¢pikn tou MOAEPOL ToV ekave va BEAel v
OTOLOACEL LXTPLKY), WOTE V& Pmopel va Bonb& toug ov-
vavBpwToug tou. Zeklvnoe va pwTtoypadilel T Lwn Tou
OTOV KATAVALOHO KAl ETELTX OTOV EEviova PLAOEEVIaG. O¢-
AL TTAEOV VO YlVEL PWTOYPAPOG, Kal Tov Mdato touv 2018
EKQAVE TNV TPWTN TOL eKBEOT) PwTOYPAPlaG, He TN Ponbetx
™g MKO METAdpaon.

E&w amd 1o maAld epyoctacio g BIAA, omou TAEoV Ael-
Tovpyel 1o Kévtpo Ymodoyng kat Tavtomoinong, cuva-
VTW Kal TNV adeAdn g , 10 kal 6 etV
avtioTtolya, amd ™ MoooUAN tou lpak. Molpadovtal pia
HEYAAN OKNVY| HE QAAEG OLKOYEVELEG TPOOPUYwWV. ZOoLV
HEOX Ot éva autooXedlo dwpdtio. H untepa toug elval
APPWOTN KAL WG EK TOVTOL OV UTOPEL VO KIVNBEl pe €v-
KOAla. MepIKA PHETPA HOKPLA, TILO KTUXEPT», N , 8
ETWV, ATO TO XOAETIL TNG LLPLAG, Jel Pl UE TNV TTOAUMEAT
OLKOYEVELX TNG O EVX KOVTELVEP, EEW ATIO TOV KATAVALOHO
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TPoopLYwV o1 BIAA. O atépag g, Tpwnv KaxBnynmg
Yewypadlag, mpoomabel va p&Bel EAANVIKG, Ye 0TOXO vV
Eavapxloel va epyaletal. 2mnv EAAGda vicwBouv otkelx
KOl OEAOLV VA KATAPEPOLY VX PETAKOU(COLV OF €V OTILTL
KL OXL V& oLV 0" AUTEG TIG CLVOTKEG.

[Meplmov 9 XAOPeTPA MO TO APAVL, N , 13
XPOVWV, UE TEPIUEVEL UAL( e TN PNTEQT TNG OTOV KNTO TOU
OTILTIOV TOLG, 010 XwpPLo Neoywpl. Me ) pikpotepn adeA-
oN ™G, ™ , HolpadovTal TO TLo WPA0 dWHPATLO TOU
oTiLToV. 211 NIKOAETTX apETEL O OT(BOG, N YUUVAOTIKY KL
0 XOPOG, KA OKEPTETAL VX YIVEL SIKNYOPOG 1) ACTUVOUIKOG.
H MeAlva aoyoAeltal pe TNV evopyavn YUPVAOTIKN Kal B€-
AL va ylvel SAOKAAX 1) YUUVACTPLA.

[Miow otV MOAN, o eTolpadeTal va EekvNoEL TN
Bpadwn mpomovnon. Elval 17 ypovwv kat abAntng oti-
Bou. OéAel va ylvel TPWTABANTNG, XAAX KAl VO QTXOAN-
Oel pe v epyopuaotoloyla. Ot TPOTOVNCELG TOU EMNEEA-
OTNKAV TTOAU aTd TOUG TPOCPULYEG AOYW NG XPNONG TOL
novadikov otadlov Tou vnotov. O dlog Aget: «Ba NBeAx
VX UTIAPXEL KAXAVTEPT) OPYAVWOT), WOTE VA UTIOPOVUE VX
OLUVUTIAPXOVIE KAAVTEPO.

210 (&0 ynmedo mpomovelTal KAt O , 15 xpovwvy,
oL TAULEL WG KEVIPLKOG QPLVTIKOG OTNV TOTILKY] OpAdX
Tou BapPaotakov. OeAel va ylvel aotuvopikog. Meta tig
oTOLOEG TOL, EATIEL VO UTTOPEL VA ETOTPEYEL VI Var {1)-
OEL OV GTO Vol



In o narrow alley in the town of Chios,

an unaccompanied minor 17 years old from Syria, describes
how he escapes the dull routine by travelling around with
his photo caomera. He landed alone on the island, through
Turkey, trying to meet his sister who resides in Austria. Their
family could not pay the smugglers the amount for all the
family members to flee Syria, so the two children travelled
alone and were separated. Initially, Mustafa wanted to be
a doctor and assist persons, but while in Chios he started to
photograph the concentration caomp and the hostel where
he is staying. So now his dream is to become o professional
photographer and, with assistance from NGO METAdrasi,
he was able to have his first photo exhibition on the island.

Outside the old factory of BIAL, which now operates as the
concentration comp for asylum seekers, | meet two sisters
who arrived from Mosul, lrag: 10-year-old and
6-year-old . They share o tent with other families and
they live in a makeshift room inside the tent. Their mother is
ill and cannot move around easily. Further away,

is an 8-year-old also from Aleppo, Syria. She is considered
“lucky” living with her family in a small container outside
the camp. Her father, o former geography teacher, is anx-
iously trying to learn Greek in order to start working again.

16
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They feel a warm familiarity in Greece and they wish to
permanently reside here in a permanent house.

Approx. 9 kms (5 miles) outside the port, | find ,
13 years old, with her mother in their garden in the village
of Neochori. Together with her younger sister, , they
share the nicest room in their house. Nikoletta likes track,
dance and exercise and she would like to become a lawyer
or join the police force. Melina enjoys gymnastics and she
would like to become a teacher or gymnast.

Back in the town, is getting ready for his track
practice. He is 17 years old and a track athlete. He wishes
to become a professional athlete and to do ergo-physiology
work. His trainings were affected by the refugees, due to the
use of the stadium, which happens to be the only stadium
on the island. Dimitris suggests there needs to be better co-
ordination and times allocated to athletes and refugees so
that all can co-exist better.

, 15 years old, is a soccer player with the local Var-
vassiakos team and trains at the same stadium. He wishes
to join the police force when he grows older and post-com-
pletion of his studies and training, he wishes to return to the
island.
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210 Babv, o mpoopuytlkog KATALALOHOG PplokeTal TAvVw
QATO TNV TIOAN, ATIOKOUUEVOG OF UL ATIOTOUT TTAXYLL, OXE-
TIKA pakpld oo Ta teAevtala omitia. H Béon mpoogépel
EVTUTIWOLOKN BEa TPOg TO Alavt kat v TOAn. Ekel ov-
VAVTNOA TI§ TTPWTEG OLKOYEVELEG TTPOCPUYwWV Tov LouV o€
OKNVEG KOl KoVTEWVEP. OpLoPEVOL ElXQV POALG UEPIKES PEPES
exel, OTwg M , 8 €TV, amd v ToAn NTéwp aA-Zop g
2uplag, Tou BeAel va YIVEL YIXTPOG, YTl OTtwg 1) (Star AgeL:
«OTQV €l0AL YIATPOG PTOPE(G VA YALTWVELG TOUG avBpw-
TIoLG AT TO BAVATON.

Kamoleg owkoyéveleg Louv og eVolKIaLOpeva dwPATIA, TTOU
AELTOLPYOLV WG EEVVEG PLAOEEVIAG EVAAWTWY OUAdWY,
OTWG 0 6XPOVOG amo M Aapaoko. Zet ndn okTw
UNVEG OTO VNOL, HAGl HE T AQEAPL TOV, TN PNTEPA TOUL KA
TOV QUTpX TNG. @€AoLV va pelvouv kal va ouvexioouv
Con toug otV EAAGSa. H pntépa Tou katdryetat amo
2 aoLdikn ApaBia. H Sl elvat B0pa cuCTNUATIKNG KAKO-
TO(NONG KAL KATAPEPE VA EEPUYEL ATO TNV OLKOYEVELX TNG N
oTola TNV EEXVAaYKALE OE EMAVOAXUPAVOUEVA GUVOLKEDLA.
['VwploTNKAV JE TOV QVTpa TG, TOV , 0T 20pla,
OAAX O EUPUALOG TOVG LVTIOXPEWDE VX EYKXTAAE(POLV TO
oTltl Toug Yl W akopn eopd. O NtaviaA mailel otV
QUAN TWV eVOLKIALOPEVWY dwpaTiev padl pe v 6xpovn

. HTav elvat Kovpdn lMNadivt, amod v moAn Zwtiap
ToL lpdak. 210 lpdk, 0 TaTéPag TNG E1XE KATAOTNUA UE TTOTAL.
H owoyéveld Tng kuvnynBnke kat ekdleoxOnke amod payn-
T€G ToL loAapikoL Kpatoug. Méow Toupklag katapepav,

40

41

uadl pe TOUG YOVE(G KaL T DLO ULIKPOTEPD ADEAPLA TG, VX
EEPUYOLV KAL VX PTACOLY OTN LAPO, 0TI XPXEG Touv 2018.
O 1eAkog Mpooplopodg Tou Tadlov Toug eval n Neppavia,
oToU el 0 Belog NG KAL 1) LTIOAOLTIN OLKOYEVELX TNG.

Alyo ATt Tt 10 Apavy, Pploketal 1o mapaAiako evo-
Soyelo TNG olkOyEVELXG TOL 1 5)povou . O (&log mailet
WG PACIKOG AULVTIKOG OTNV TOTIKN TTOSOCPALPLKT OPADdX
KoL T KaAokalpla BonBdel Toug yovelg Tou o1o Egvodoxelo.
Mou Teplypd@el Twg VIwOel eykAwPLoPEVOg 0T vnol Kal
QVUTIOUOVEL V& {NOEL OTNV NTEPWTLKN YW OTou Ba elvat
eAeLOePOG VO TaEIOeVEL TTLO EVKOAQ. OEAEL VO PUYEL ATTO TN
2apo yia ) Bopela EAAMGSa wote va omtouddoel Alolknon
Emixelpnoewv. Otav telelwosl pe g omoudeg tou, Ba nbe-
A€ VX ETILOTPEYEL YL vV DOLAEYEL 0TO EEVOdOYE(O.

Mnyatvovtag dutika, Alyo mpwv 1o KapAoBaot, BAemou-
UE TO Xwplo Kovtakallka, XTIOHEVO AUPLBEQTPIKA OTOUG
MPOTodeg ToL Opoug KapPouvn. Exel, cuvavinoa tig dvo
KOTIEAEG UE TO OVOUX . KoAANTEG @iAeg Kat cup-
HaOntpleg oto oxoAelo, matfouv padl BOAEl oV TOTILKN
opada. H pla ovelpebeTal VO UTEL HEANOVTIKG otV €BVL-
K1) ouada yuvaikwv. Mou TeplEypapav 0Tl TOUG XPETEL T
neepia kat n novyla ToL XWPLOV TOLG, TAPOTL OL TEPLOTO-
Tepol piAoL Toug Louv oTo Yeltovikd KapAoPaot. Meta tig
OTIOVOEG TOUG CKEPTOVTAL VA ETSTPEYOLV OTO VNG KAL VX
{noouvv exel.



Arriving at the main town of Vathi, one finds the concentra-
tion camp for asylum seekers in an area above the town.
It is there that | met the families of newly arrived refugees.
Like , who is 8 years old coming from Deir ez-Zor in
eastern Syria. She wishes to become o doctor because as
she says: “when you are a doctor you can save lives”.

Few families live in rented rooms serving as hostels for vul-
nerable persons. There | met 6-year-old from Da-
mascus, Syria. He is already living there for eight months
with his brothers, his mother and her husband. They all wish
to stay in Greece and continue their lives. His mother comes
from Saudi Arabia, where she was systematically abused
by being forced to agree to different matchmakings. She
met her future husband, , in Syria, and the war
forced them to flee. Danial plays in the small yard with

, who is o Kurdish Yazidi girl 6 years old from the town
of Sinjar in Irag. Back home, her father had o wine store
and their family were driven away by Isis. Through Turkey
they managed to land on Samos with her younger siblings

42
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early in 2018. Her end destination is Germany, where her
uncle and other relatives reside.

A few blocks away from the port is the seaside hotel of the
family of 15-year-old . He plays as a defense player
at the local soccer team and helps during the summer with
the hotel business. He describes his life as being isolated
and confined to the island and he wishes to travel to North-
ern Greece to study business administration. Upon comple-
tion of his studies, he plans to return and manage the fam-
ily hotel.

Driving west, near Karlovassi, we see the village of Kon-
takaiika, built on the foot of Karbouni mountain. There |
met two girls named . They are best friends and
classmates and both play on the local volleyball team.
One of them plans to play for the national volleyball team.
They both enjoy the peace and quiet life in the village, while
their friends live in the town of Karlovassi. They both intend
to return to their island after their studies.
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AEXBOX

LESVOS



«Moria no gOOd» elval HAAAOV TO TPWTO TPAY U
TIOL AKOVG EQV UANCELG PE KATIOLOV TIPOOPUYT TIOU EXEL
TEPACEL E0TW KAL PEPLKEG wpeG 0T MopLa, To Aeydpevo hot
spot, 0TV ovola CTPATOTEDO CLYKEVTPWONG/KPATNONG
TPEOCPLUYWV Kal TO «OTLTW Yiax mepiTou 300 aouvodeuTa
bl oe ovvONkeg kpatnong. Elte péoa otov KaATaLAL-
oMo elte axplBwg SIMAC OTOV YEUATO OKNVEG, KATNPOPLKO
KAl AQOTIdN EAXWOVA Pe TA TIOAAX OVOPOTa 011 dLldp-
KELX TwV TEAevTalwV Xpovwv: «Afghan hilly pwta, «Olive
grove» onuepa. Exel yvwploa v olkoyevela TG )
12 €TV, KAl ToU AdEAPOL NG , 14, and to
Aogplv Tng Zuplag. Madl pe tov yeyadtepo adeAgo Toug,

, 15 €100V, kat Toug yovelg Toug, {ovoav 1dn i
TEOOEQLG PNVEG O P TTAQOTIKY) OKNVN, OTNV KOPLUPT| TOU
eAatwva. AlmAa toug elyav eTIaEEL Evar avTooXEdLO OTIL-
TaKL OKVAOUL Yl Tov Puppy, To kouTaPL TTov Bpnkav otTav
EQTACQAV GTOV KATAVALOHO.

[Meplmou 45 XIAOPETPO ATIO TO TPOCWPLVO OTILTL TNG OLKO-
Yévelag amod 1o Apply, Pploketal To pikpd YPapoxwpl TG
2 KAAXG LUKAWULAG, TTOU TO XWPLLoLV HEPIKA piAla ovo amod
TIG ATMEVAVTL OKTEG NG T ovpkiag. Exel oTig akteg, Eekvael
TO TEAELTALO KOPHUATL TNG DLASPOWPNG TV TPOTPUY WV TTPOG
v Kevtpikn Evpwmn. H 14xpovn KATOIKE( HOVIUO
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OTN ZKAAX LUKAULAG KAl EGNOE OTNYV TPWTN YPXUUN TNV
TPOOPULYIKN kplon Tou 2015. H taRépva TG yloytag mg
Bploketal pmPooTd Ot pla amod MG KUPLEG TAPAAIEG TwV
TPOOPLYIKWV APEEWV Kal, OTWG POV TIEPLEYPAYE, KABE
UEpa, ouvNBwg PeTa To OXOAElo, BonBoloe Toug avBpw-
TIOLG TIOL EPTAVAV OTIG AKTEG PECT OTIG TTAACTIKEG BAPKEG,.

lNupvavtag miow ot MUTIANVN, CLVAVTW TNV , 11 xpo-
vV, amo v ApoLvta g 2uplag, padl e g Vo UKPOTe-
PEQ adEAPEG TNG Kal Toug Yovelg Tng. Bplokovtal mepimou
EVALOT XPOVO GTO VNol, KL TOUG TEAELTAOLG UNVeg {ouv
oe eva amo T VAWV OTTTIa TOU EAEVOEPOL KATAVALTHOU
TPOCPLYWV, Tpwnv MKMA. O
KOPLTOLWV, DOVAEVEL WG PETAPPATTNG YIX VA UTTOPECEL VX

, TATEPAG TWV TPLWV

VOLKIAOEL EVA DIXUEPLOPA YLIX TNV OLKOYEVELX TOU KAL TOV
(dto oy mMOAN Mg MuTtAnvng. MNopoTt ol uTtdGAOLTTOL GLY-
yevelg Toug fouv ot Ieppavia, ol dlot BEAovy va Eava-
ptia&ouv ) Lwn toug otn Aeopo.

Edw oto 1810 vnot omou yevvnOnke kat LeL n , 16 xpo-
VWV, N OTola OUWG BEAEL Vv PUYEL YIX VO OTIOUSATEL KTNVL-
ATPLKN KL Vo {1OEL OF Pl PEYAAVTEPT] TIOAT OTNV EVOOY -
PQ, WOTE VA £XEL TOIKIALX Kal SUVATOTNTEG EMIAOYNG OTNV

KAONUEPWVOTNTA KAl OTOV TPOTIO LN TNG.



“Moria no gOOd” is probably the first thing one hears
speaking to a refugee who is spending even a few hours ot
Moria. Moria is the so called “hot spot”, but is literally o
concentration camp for asylum seekers and with approx.
300 unaccompanied children currently under detention. Its
surroundings now hold hundreds of tents in an area used to
be called the “Afghan hill”, and now the “Olive grove”.

It is there that | met , 12 years old, and her 14-year-
old brother , coming from the area of Afrin, Syr-
ia. Together with their older brother, , who is
now 15 years old, and their parents they live in a plastic
make-shift tent at the top of the hill. A small dog-house
next to the tent holds a baby dog “Puppy” whom they found
upon arrival.

Approx. 45 kms (28 miles) from this camp is the fish village
of Skala Sykamias, located a few miles across Turkey’s
coast. This is where the last part of the journey of hope
and effort to reach Northern Europe begins. , Who is
14 years old, lives there and witnessed the refugee asylum
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seekers high numbers of arrivals back in 2015. Her grand-
mother’s tavern is near o main beach where most of the
landings took place. She would, after school, set out to help
the arriving refugees with the rubber boats.

Driving back to Mytilene and meeting , who is 11 years
old from the town of Amouda, Syria, together with her
parents and two younger sisters. They are on the island for
eighteen months and currently living in one of the small
wooden houses of PIKPA — formerly grounds for summer
camps. , the father of the girls, works as an inter-
preter trying to find income so they move to an apartment
in town. They would all prefer staying and making their
household on the island, despite the fact that their rela-
tives live in Germany.

Before leaving Mytilene, | also met 16-year-old , who
is dreaming of leaving the island and studying to be a pet
doctor and then to reside in a big city in the mainland so
that she has more opportunities.
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EITIAOTOX
Opéotng LepépoyAou

[1QY ®QTOTPADIZEIL ENA OEMA TOUL €XEl pwTOYpaPnBel NdN

£V EKATOUPLPLO POopPEg; Tl mpooeyyilelg avBpdmoug mov fouv éva
SLaAPKWG EEEALCTOUEVO DPAPA KL £XOLV UTIAPEEL NON TOOEG TOAAEG
POPES Ol TPWTAYWVICTEG UTTPOCTA OTOV PWTOYPAPIKO KAL TNAEOTITIKS
eako; Mg umopelg va EepLyelg aTtd TOV TPOTKALPO EVIVTIWOIACHUO
TIOL €V TETOLO DEPa AMAOKEPT UTIOPEL VO TIPOCPEPEL TTOV PWTOYPAPO;
TauTtdxpova, OPWS, TWG ATOTLTIWVELG KL OAOLG EKEIVOUG TIOU

TQ TIPOTYOVHEVT XPOVIX eV BplokovTay oTa TPWTOCEADA TWV
ePNUEPdWY, eV Blwvav 0NV TEWTN YPAUUT T YeYovoTa, {ovoav Kat
Gouv aKOPO pia BLAPOPETIKT AAAX TAPAAANAN kabdnuepvonTa; Otav
OUWG TPOKELTAL YLX TNV TILO VX{CHNTN OPAdX TNG KOWWVIOG PAG, TX
TadL, TOTE OAX T TTAPATIAV®W EPWTNUATA YLy XVTWOVOVTAL.

AUTEG OL OKEPELG LTINPXAV GTO PVAAS poL OTav apXloape va
OPYAVWVOULE, padi pe Ty opdda g HumanRights360, v déa yia

™ dnpovpyla aLTNG NG PWTOYPAPLKNG £kdoong. To 2015, Bpednka
OTA VNOLA TOV PoPeloavaToAKoU Atyaiou, 0TO ATTOKOPUPWHUA TNG
TPOCPLYIKNG KPLOTNG, YIX VX pWTOYPAPIOw T SPAUATIKA YEYOVOTX TTOL
eCeAlooovTav TOTE exel, TV TPOOTABELX TwV XIAXSWV TPOCTHLY WY VX
EepUyouV amod 10 BAVATO TOU TIOAEUOU KAL VA TTEPATOLY T Alya UiAla
Bahacoag mou xwptfouv v Tovpklax amd TNV evpwTaikh EANGSa.

H emiotpogn pov, my avoién tou 2018, ot Xio, T Zdpo kat ) Aéofo
Yl TOUG OKOTIOUG NG €kd0ONG ALTNG, £lXE BVO TAPAAANAEG TTTUXEG. ATt
™ pla, 6oot TPdoPuLYEG, and T Lupla, 1o 1pdk, 10 APyavioTav Kal Tig
UTIOAOLTIEG XWPEG, LOLV AKOPX OTA VNOL&, PPIOKOVTAL OF HLXX HETEWPN

(in limbo) kat&otaom. K&molol —ot veoopLyBEVTeG— var TTEPIUEVOLY TNV
eEEALEN TV AULTNOEWY ACVAOL, WOTE VX PTIOPESOVV VO CUVEXICOLV TO
Ta&idL toug. AANOL -0l EYKAWPRLOPEVOL TWV KATAVALTHMY— VO XY WVLIOUY

94

95

YL TN HETAXPOPE TOUG TNV EVEOXWPA KAl KATOL0L &GAAOL, LoovTag 1H1dn
€Tl pNVeg oTa VNOLY, V& Tpoomafolv va EavayTioouv n wr) Toug

exel akPIPG, o€ Eva Vot Tou Toug POLALEL OLKELO KAl TTPOGLTO, EVAY
TOTIO PE XAPAKTNPLOTIKA TTAPATANCLA P EKEVA TNG TIATPIOAG TOUG.

ATIO ™V GAAT, OL HOVIOL KATOLKOL OTA VNOLAX AUTA, £XOVTAG BLOCEL T
TPONYOVUEVT XPOVLX TNV TPOCPUYLKN KploT, polpddovtal Tov (dlo 1éTo,
AN LouV TTAEOV UL TTAPAAANAT LT HE TOVG TPOCPUYES YEITOVEG TOUG.
Kowdg mapovopaa g o auth MV IBOTLTN cLUPlWoN elvatl Ta TAUSIA.

Exovtag Bpebdel pmpootd oe yeyovdTa Kal KATAGTACELG TTOU TTIOAAEG
POopEg &y yl&av N kal EeMEpaTaV Ta 6pLa Tou Tl Bewpovoa eyw
aVBPOTLVN KATAOTAGT), TPOCTIAONOA TAVTOTE VO AELTOUPYW UE
oEPACHUO TPOG T TIPOCWTIA OV £lXat amévavTi pov. H pwtoypagia
TIOU TPOOTIADW VA KAVW, EVaL TPWTIOTWE AVOPWTIOKEVTPLKY|, XwP(G
ATAPALTNTA OTLG ELKOVEG oL VA aTtelkoVidw TtavTa avBpomoug. Me
evdlagépel N avBP TV TTaPoLC(a 08 OAEG TIG EKBOXEG TNG, KXOWG KAl TO
ATMOTOTMWHUA TNG YVPW pov. Elvat n Tpd popd Tou wg eMayyeApaTiog
PWTOYPAPOG ELXA PATIKO TPWTAYWVIGTH TWV ELKOVWY HOU TA TXSLAL.
K&t mou pe exave va emavampoodloplow ) aTd&oT) KAl TNV TPOoEYyLon
pou amévavtl Toug.

Ta Bla Tar Tadid amokTovV KEVIPIKO POAO GTN PWTOYPAPLA HOU UE
apoppn mv £kdoon Call it Home péow plag amAng cuvOnkng. Aev ta
AVTIHETWTT W ATAX ¢ TadLd, AN WG KPIOWO KOYRATL evOg TadA
TIOL APopP& TN Lwn 0T VNOL& Tou PopeloavaTtoAkoL Atyalov. Méox
ATO T TTOPTPETA TOUG, TTPOOTIAONOX VA TA TOTIOBETHCW PTTPOOTA

OTOV QVAXYVWOTN WG AVTOVOUOUG TPWTXYWVIOTEG ALTNG TNG LOTOPLAG.
E€&Aov, o TOAAEG TIEPLTITOELG, OO £XOUV PBLoEL ) avarykaGovtal

VO TPATTOLY KABNUEPWE elval TIOAD TIEPLOTOTEPX ATIO AUTA TIOU
aVaAoyoLV oV NAKIa Toug. Ta TaUdI& TTOL CLVAVTNOX, VTOTILA KA
TPOCPUYOTIOVAL, LouV TAPAAANAES LwEg, polp&ovTal Tov (o téTo, av
Kat ol Lweg Toug dev cuvavtiovvtal. Ot kowwvieg péoa otig omoleg ouv,
elval QTIAYHEVEG UE TETOLO TPOTIO WOTE 1) TEWTN AVTIBPAON PTPOOTX

O LA PEYAAT GAAOYT 1) LA VEX KAXTAOTAON elvat va mpooTabolv

Vo 0XLUPWBOVY, SNUOLPYWVTAG YU AVTO TO VEO ML GLVOTNKN TIOL VA

TO TMTAPOLOLALEL WG KATL EEWTPAYPATIKO. QOTO0O, TA KOWG VELPQ, Ol
PLA0d0E(eg KaL ol TpoRANUAaTIoHOl TOUG elval AUTA Ta Kplopa oTolXElx
TIOU KATOLX OTLY [N, EATILW KAl EVXOUAL TPAYPAXTIKE, O Tt 0d1ynoouv
va cuvavtnBolv kal va yvwplotovv. Exouv autn 1 payikn mpodiabeon
oL T WBEel var emMBLPOVV Va AVAKAXADPOULV BLAPKWG TOV KOGUO,
ATOANYHEVA ATEO TIG TTAPWTISEG TwV AAAWY.



EPILOGUE

Orestis Seferoglou

HOW DO YOU PHOTOGRAPH « subject that has already been
photographed o million times? How do you approach people who live
in o constantly evolving drama and they have been so many times, the
protagonists in front of the camera lens? How can you escape the ease
of sensationalism that such a photo subject can generously offer to the
photographer? At the same time, how do you describe those who were
not in the front-pages of the newspapers during the previous years, but
who lived in the forefront of the events and are still living a different but
parallel everyday life? When dealing with the most sensitive group of
our society, children, all the above questions are becoming even more
pressing.

These were the thoughts when we planned the creation of this
publication together with the HumanRights360 team. Back in 2015,

| was working on the northeastern Aegean Islands during the peak of
the refugee crisis, with the purpose of photographing the dramatic events
that were taking place there; the attempts of thousands of refugees to
escape the death of war and to cross the few miles of sea separating
Turkey from the European Greece.

My return in the spring of 2018 to Chios, Samos, and Lesvos, for the
purposes of the book, had two parallel aspects. On the one hand, it
explored the life of the refugees from Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan, as
well as other countries, who still lived in the islands in limbo state. Some
of them, the newcomers, are waiting for the progress of their asylum
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applications so that they can continue their journey. Others, trapped

in the camps, are struggling to travel to the inland, while some others,
have already been living on the islands for o few months, trying to
rebuild their lives there, on an island that looks familiar and amiable
to them, a place with characteristics similar with their homelands.
Meanwhile, permanent residents of the islands, having experienced
the refugee crisis in the previous years, now share the same land. They
live a parallel life with their refugee neighbors. A decisive factor in this
peculiar symbiosis would be the children.

Having witnessed events and situations that have often reached or
surpassed what would be considered an acceptable human condition,

| have treated the persons photographed with great respect. My
photography is primarily anthropocentric, without always including
human figures in my pictures, primarily interested in the human presence
in all its versions as well as its footprint around me. 1t is the first time as
a professional photographer, that children are the main protagonists
of my photographs. This made me re-define my point of view and my
approach towards them.

Children have a central role in my photography with this publication
Call it Home through o simple convention. 1 do not just treat them as
children, but as a critical part of the puzzle of life on these Aegean
islands. Through their portraits, the effort is to place them in front of
the reader as protagonists of this story. In many cases, what they have
experienced or what they are forced to do as o daily routine, are much
more than what is appropriate for their age. These refugee and local
children often live parallel lives, share the same land, although in most
cases their lives do not coincide. The societies in which they live are
made in such o way that the first reaction to a major change or a new
situation is to try to fortify themselves, creating for this new situation o
condition that presents it as something unrealistic. However, their shared
dreams, aspirations and concerns are the critical elements that will
eventually, hopefully, lead them to meet and get to know each other.
They have this magical predisposition that urges them towards the
desire to constantly discover the world, free of others turning their blind
eye on this dire situation.



H HumanRights360 civat pio aotikn
1N KEPSOOKOTIIKT OPYAVWOT TNG KOWWVIXG
TWV TOALTWV TIov dpaotnploToleltatl otV EAA&Sa.

[NISTEYOYME OTI H [TPOXBAZH o1a BAOKA SIKAWDPATX XTOTEAEL
Tov BepéAlo AlBo NG EVTaENg Kal OTL 1] KOWWVIKN CUVOXTY| ETLTUY X XVETAL
HEOW TN TPOOTACTAG TWV ATOUIKWY, TTIOALTIKWOV KA KOWVWVIKWY
SIKAUWPATWY, KAODG KAl HETW TNG DACPAALONG TNG TPOSBaoNg

OTA SIKAUWPATA KAL TN IKALOCVV.

2UVETIWG, ATOCTOAN PG elvat N TpooTacia katl evioyuon Twv
SIKAWPATWY OAwV, Xwplg kapla dlakplon, aAAG pe 1dlaltepn eotioon
OTOUG TIAEOV HELOVEKTOUVTEG KAL EVAAWTOLE TTANOLOPOVG. ATtoTEAOLYE
HEPOG TOL TIAYKOOHUIOU KIVNPATOG YL T AVBPOTIVA SIKALWUATA TTIOU
aywVvIeTal yla évav KOopo OTou 6AoL oL AvBpwToL ATIOAQUPAVOLY

Ta Paokd avBpomva Sikatwpata. AlVoupe TPOTEPALOTNTA GTNV
QVTIUETWTILON TWV TTAEOV THECTIKWV TAPAPBLACEWY TwV AVEPw VWY
SIKAWPATWY, WG TPoDTOBEoN Yl va dlapuAayBel To kp&Tog dikaiou
OTIG KOWWVIES pag.

ZTOXELOUE TGN CUYKPOTNON ELPVTEPWY CUUPAXLWY, TO0O TNV EANGS
000 Kal 6TO EEWTEPIKO, PE OKOTIO TNV OLKODOUN O dpACTNPLWY Kal
QVEKTIKGV KOWVWVLWV. Kowwvieg Kat KUBEPVIOEL TTOL ATIOPPITITOLVY

™V akpode&l& prTopela, ToV EETPEULOUS, TOV PATOLOPS, TN PBla Kat

™V EeVoPoPla Kal oL 0Toleg elval LTIOXPEWHUEVEG VX AOYOBOTOVV, €V
evBXPPUVOUV KL TN CUKETOXT TWV TIOALTV.
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HumanRights360

is a civil society organization
established in Greece.

WE BELIEVE THAT the cornerstone of integration is the access to basic
human rights and that, only by protecting the individual, political and
social rights and by ensuring access to rights and justice, can we achieve
social cohesion.

Our mission is to protect and empower the rights of all, with no
discrimination, but with special focus on the most disadvantaged and
vulnerable populations. We are part of the worldwide human rights
movement that is struggling for o world where fundamental human
rights are enjoyed by all. We give priority to addressing the most
pressing human rights violations, as a prerequisite for maintaining the
rule of law in our society.

Our aim is to put together greater alliances in Greece and
internationally to work in order to build liberal, vibrant and tolerant
open societies whose governments and societies reject Far Right rhetoric,
extremism, racism and xenophobia, while they are transparent and
accountable while encouraging civic participation of the people.
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H EKAOZH «CALL IT HOME» ME ®QTOTPA®IEZ TOY OPEXZTH
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